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Dear Mr. Cranm,

I bsg to subamit herewith to you, the report which you

kindly requested resarding certain considerations relatsd to Getineau

Park.

As I say in the first lianes of the report, I very highly

appreciate your kind request, but I think that I will just repest in
my considerations, all what has been already most pertinently discussec

by the meumbsys of ycur Commission.
= ACL Pl 155 .

2 sllgh*ly changed the ordmz of Hour questions as I thought

that two of them could be in the same item.

The ' order 'in my answers is as follows :

a) Boundaries of the Park,
bg Privats ownership within the Psrk,

General conception of development 2nd various proposals,

(combining 4 and e of your questions)
d) Gensrsl design and architsctursl features,
g) Service charges.



The plan is annexed to the report and illustratas most of
ite contontse. E

I thought that it might be desirsble to facilitate thse
discussion about the possibilities of Getinsau Park t§ recall ths
various mentions made of the Park in the generedl report on the
Netional Capital Plan. Those references ars %%é added in an annex
to the report.

With kind regerds, I am,

Very sincersly yours, ///

7

Jacques GRE G

i,
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FEDERAL DISTRICT COMMISSION

OTTAWA

MEETING OF OCTOBER 20th I952

REPORT ON GATINEAU P A R X

Gentlemen,

Complying with the kind request of your Secretqrye:gggigié

I gladly submit to you a few remarks in connsction with the future
development of the Park, but I really doubt that they will add much
to the already most substantial report submittéd to you in May I952
by your Gatinsau Park Advisory Committes.

Since my first work for the Fedsral Government was initiated
in 1938, at the request of the Right Honourable Willism L. Mackansis
King, Prime Minister of Canada, I had meny opportunities to discuss
the wonderful possibilities of the Gatineau river and hills with
your former President, the Honourable Frederic Bronson, lir. R.P. Sparks,
chairman of your Advisory Comuittee and Mr. Richards, Suparintendent,
as well as with your Secretary General, Mr. H.R. Cram and your super-
intendent and Director. of Planning, Mr. Alan Hay, that is to say, that
‘youf Commission does not seem to need any advice, as this important
problem is being handled by the most competent men.

| I need not recall the constant aﬁd remarkable progress of
the developthent of Gatineau Park since tha start of its originsl
nucleus, an achievement which has been unsnimously admired and given

as an ex®mple of Park planning and mansgamenb.
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The potentielity of this masgnificent Forest Reserve gt the

gate of the National Capital, needs no justification for a long

range programm of extensions and protsction. Its natural structurs,

the infinite variety of its beauty and the attractive possibilities

of such a Park, .are far beyond the needs of an ordinary city park at
the service of the populatfon of neighbouring cities. It is resally

the eggential festure of the whole plan of the Nahiional Capital of
Canédac

Ite development must be conceived for the manifold requi-
rements of the regional population itself and also for the fast
growing number of visitors and tourists coming to the Capital from
gll parts of Canadas and of the entire world. Not speaking of esthetics
at all, but from the only economic point of view, it represents an
asset of unlimited valua.

A" - ILimits of the Pari :

The present limits of the Park are almost impoasible

~ to describe in their up to-date stage,as they constantly move outward
with the wise policy of the F.D.C. to gradually acquire all lands of
interest sround the original nucleus.

In the last <  yesrs, the area owned by the F.D.C. has
passed from Zeec=< to Hosoo agres, and negociations for new acquisi-
tions continue at a regular pacs.

The scope of the future sxtsnsions may be figured to s
total of approximately’§?500 acres, according to the present programm,
but may easily reach the I0C.Q00 figurs. \

The annexad plan N° 1 shows the present limits of the
desirable extensions for present nseds (colour).

Your consultant, after numerous visite and inspections
throughout the Gatineau Eilla,'begs to suggest that the action of the
F.D.C. should not be exercised only on ereas comprised within ertifi-
cial limits which may leave,outside of the protected ares, parts of
the natural scemery which would risk to be rapidly marred or even
completely destroyed by speculation, uncontrolled development, undesi-
rable subdivisions, especiaelly as the result of the fast ' - growing
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Those parts of the surrounding country physically belong
to the whole setting, and in many points, the present limits are
merely arbitrary, breaking in the middle of a valley or of a hill.
The danger is that, when the park is adequately plsamed, equipped and
organiaed as one of the best playgrounds of the Canadian Netion, those
abutting properties may gain such a substential increase of value
that thsy become s field for real estate operations where no control
could be exercised : it is likely that an invasion of summer cottages
and week~end chalets, cebins, noilsy refreshment or recreation shslters,
conspicuous parking lots and publicity signs would transform a lovely
and restful scenery into & hellish disorder. This is hot an exagerated
prospect, as the case may already be observed, not only on certain
perts of Meach Lake and Kingsmers regions. Such conditions appear
most comspicucusly near Lake George, in New York Statey and could be
given as a convincing illustration of that memace. It would be a great
pity indeed that directly across dgkiark limits, while the greatest
care would be taken by the F.D.C. to protect bthe aréa within those
linits, a frame of disgusting surroundings could be permitted.

We will compsider-hareafter whether it would be possible to
exercise the appropriate control on the surroundings of the Park,
not only by direct purchase which>would apply to perts of the scenery
lending themselves for park development and uss, but also by wein-
taining present conditions on other lands such as farms, psstures and
woodlands, which might have a rural velue and may stay outside of the
Park.

The various desirable revisions of the park limits should
be the following according to the plan (cblour) :

a) In Hull, the space included between Aylmer Road and
%he 2 new drivesways leading to Mountain Road, one on the north of
Pairy creek and one at the south of it, in the continuation of
Bougherville Boulevard, This gpace directly connects with the present
proposed limits which include the triangle between those 2 drive-ways

and Mountain Road, with Fairy Leke in the center of the trianglé.
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The interest of this very slight addition needs no explanation, as

it is obvious that it will have the great advantage of carrying the
park directly %o the heart of the urban arsa of the Capital.

b) In the north of Chelsea Road, batwsen the village of
Cld Chelsea and Meach Lake, the present limit is too close to lMeach

Road end three slight revisions are proposed to take advantage of an
existing woodland, to eitend a little further norﬁh, the protection
of the Park, . .

¢) In the valley of Masham, west of Wakefield, at equal
distanse between Sainte Cecils and Wakefield, the limit crosses in
the middle of 8 wooded land which comtazins & small leks, and which
ig very close to the northern.end of Lake Philipp, it seems to be
wise to protect this area.

d) In the region of Lac Lapéche, et the western end of the
present Park limit, another part of Gatineau Hills should be included.
Curley Lake is comprised within this arsea which has no farming vslue
a8 extensively wooded snd which is very close ..to the beaches and the
future shore development of Lac Lapéchse. 7

The vardous limit revisions above mentionned might be ob-
tained either by purchase or by measures of control, for inmstance, by

mainteining their present use, exclusive of commercisl development and

\m\ of subdivision, except through sgrsement by the F.D.C. Even within the
& proposad limits shown on the plan established by the F.D.C. from which
& nid e
J\\ i 13%2&:3@@ the development plan harewith submitted, it sesms that
QXS ~ it might not be necessary to acquire all the acreags comprised within

.those limits,but certain parts could be e protected with the
agréement of their owners, td keep them in their present states

! This remark leads pnaturally to the following conmsideration
which concerns private ownership within the Park.

B - Private ownership within the Park :

I have read with great interest the verious opinions
expressed by the wmembers of the Advisory Committee, and my impression

is that, in spite of an apparent difference betwsen their views, they

'oo/ s o



have a perfzctly common conception of the vrotection of the Park.

Bhey do not even differ so much in the waym and ﬁsans to realize satis-
factory measures of protection, but only about the opportune time of
enforcing tham.

It is trus and most demirable that the enjoyment of a public

park should not be hampered by private encroachments, and that the ulti-

e
mate conditions of the ideal achievement of the park is the elimina-

IS

tion of all private property within its limits, but such condition is

undoubtedly more essential in a park of moderate size, where the great
number of people who use it reaches a certain point of congestion. In
a park of 80.000. to I0C.000 ascres, the conditions are rather different.

The size of the free space is sufficiently abundant to reconcile the

meintainance of privately owned grounds, and the needs of free land for

puﬁlic enjoyment., We might mention aé«egzmple near Paris,"le Bois de (-?A

Boulogne", where & certain number of private properties are still
existing. It is also necessary to comsider the existing partieular
conditions of every private property and to include in. the gradual
planning of improvement of those conditions, & certain element of oppor-
tunity as to the eventual elimination of objeetionable comnstructions.

Most of the abowe considerations have already been expressed
in the memoranda submitted by Messrs. R. P. Spark, J. J. Connolly,
Herbert Marshall anddgi Burns. A question of the importance of &learing
from svery private owned land an arsa of the size of Getineau Park

cennot be golved by & drastic and immediate regulation, but only through

a. cageful survey of the various cases, end appropriate measures.

We shall examine every typical cass:

I° The prineiple should be established that all lands pre=-
gently acquired by the F.D.C. in Gatinsau Park, should be ultimately

prohibited to private ownership, but this applies to the future, and for
— e —————————— )
¥he present, exceptions to this relé should be carefully studied.

The Park is becoming day after day more visited, more organi-

sed, and gradually looses its original appearance of a wild land

where svery kind of human activity was tolerated witl no noticeable

P / e e
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harm to public enjoyment. This is the same story in every country, in
newly developped lands. Somner or later, conditions change:. The
number of users increases and private rights become objectionable to
common interest. | he Measures of protection and adequate regulations
become imferativeggégf-it does not seem to me that it is absolutaly
necessary to purchase all thosse lands to apply the desirable remedy.
As it is proposed in some memoranda of the Sub-Committee, a certain
mimber of such properties might be acquired by mutual agreement i¥” andufun
éhey ars put on the market for ssle, and if the Commission thinks

that théey are worth bying.,

l 2. ) Other properties are in such locations and in such good
conditions that they may not bse an eyesore or an obstacle to public
enjoyment. Therefore, they might bs maintained at lsast temporarily,
and if possible, with an agreement, that they remein in the present
condition. This appljefparticularly to lots of a rather large size and
houses which do not look like shacks.

z:) Speaking now of reslly objectionable atructures, sither
due to their location or by their shabby appearance, there is nc other
solution except elimination, and what has been sucessfully obtained
around Philipp Leke , seems to be possible on the western side of
Meach Lake. It is obvious that such eliminatior cannot be obtained

at once, as a certain number of those objsctionsble buildings will
necessitate long and desirable négdtiatioq@

The fect that their establishemsent was tolerated and that
families of residents of Ottawa are enjoying there, summer cottages
and boat houses, must be handled with a certain diplomacy. Otherwise,
the P.D.C, might be criticized for bainteining country houses of
wealthy people and expropriating summer cottagss of people of low
income, in s?ita of being fully justified for so doing for the sake.
of esthetics. | _

At any rste, Meaech Lake, as very well stated by Mr. Sparks,
is the largest and the nearsst lake to the Capital and must be gra-

dually freed of all obstacles to a fully organized public enjoyment,

.'-/c-.'
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It is true that the Road on the west shore is narrow and uneasy,
but it was never intended for speed and heavy traffic. Beside, this .-
is one of the vital arguments in view of the preservation of the
particular beauty of Gatineau Park; most of the charm of the Park
is intimsey, variety, quietness and moderate proportions. The deve-
lopment of Gatineau Park, if it would involve the construction of
wide parkways, large parking spaces, stately hotels and vast places
of recreation for big crowds, would meen exactly &he daestruction of
its sconery. It is on the comtrary, by the maintainance of small
roads, the creation of well screensed and small parking spaess, by
a great number of places for picnic, easmping, outdoor games, well
adapted to the most picturesque topography, that its beauty and
usefulnsss will be properly enhanced. »

However, the size of the Park perumits to develop a centrel
artery, already pdanned by the F.D.C. which will be the parkway,
operation No 1 of the improvememts proposed in the Sub Committee-

report. Such artery will be the feeder of most of the strategieg

Aasspa——

points of the whble park, reasonably comnected with it by service

roads of modsrate size and also by a great number of pedestrian
paths and bridle psths. This consideration: which does not exactly
concern# the present question about private ownership, is neverthe-

less one of the reasons for the gradual elimination of the majority
—

of private properties within the Park, It will not be long befors
e

the inecrease of means of public transportations will he nscsssery,
following the example given by Kingsmere and Wakefisld bussesj more-
over the use of the railway for rsaching the park will also be da-
velopped when tle himits of the Park are extended nearer to the
Maniwaki Road, and the growing success of popular enjoyment of the
park, will justify, end in a certain wg@y, help the gﬁgdual elimina-
tion of private property. t

How long will it take ? It cannot be decided;by a fixed po-
licy but rather more by the nztural evdlution of the character ef the

Park. C. Gepersl conception of devglophent :

The present devslopment of the Park is relatively limitad,

owing to the lack of sasy approach to many points of interest, owinszzf
A el



quite insuffipient equipment for places ressrvad to picnickers, campers
and hikers. An excellent start shows tﬁe posgibilities in the ragion
of Philipp Lake in spite of the distance from the Capital by the way
of Chelsea Boad.: through Wakefield and Sainte Cecile de Masham. llsach
Lake wbuld offer greatesr possibilities when its western shors will be
freed of private occupation and when the road on the eastern shore

will be develppjed. At both~ ends of the lakae, ideal places can be

found for tea-=housaes enjoving a magnificent views

Harrington Lake, almost completely deprived of approaches
for public enjoyment, will offer the same possibilities as Meach LaEa
and Philipp Lake.In the direct vicinity of the 3 lakes, elavated pOLnts
will easily offer interesting panoramas,through the slimination of a
few trees. The same remark can be mede sbout the possibility of deve-
loping outlooks on the ridge of the hills, facing the vailey of the
Ottawa BRiver. The first ome will be the Memorial Terra®e at the ex-
trems south of the Hill, between Mountain and Mine roads. Others might
be established near PLM%{I@RB, Kingsmere Lake, above Heyworth, Lusk-
ville, etc.

A system of several well selectad outlooks, in & scenery of the

gharacter of Gatineau Paric, is undoubtedly the first element of enjoy-
ment to efferto the public, as it has not omly the advantage of making
them discover the magnitude of the region and kts various acpects, but
it is particularly beneficial, physically and morally, to urban popu-
lations, to "breathe"™ and admire vast horizons, im an impressive
congtrast with the discouraging and narrow visiom of the city street.
The next element is picnic. The meal in the open air, so
different from the quick lunch taken in a basement. Camping follows
with all its joys. Similar to camping, is, especially in spring and

autumn, the use of comfortable lodges or log-cabins, including, in =

few exceptional cases, small hotels equippad with a complate comfort.

The numbtar of sports or games possible in Gatinsau Park offers

many opportunities : boating, sw:.mm:.ng, flshlng, M m
riding and perhaps, the bast of all t&ﬁ@@tﬁﬁg,—whlla ‘skiing is already

Lo e e
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succesafully developed in certain points in the region of Kings!
Mountain and Camp Fortune. But such & variety in the unlimited
possibilities offsered by Gatineau Park, amust not lead to an excessive
and disorderly planning. The digtribution of the differmmt places

of enjoykent must be garefully and methodiecslly designed, The
great size of the Park permits to scatter and isolate the various
activities ip order to completely avoid the appearance of conges-
tion and moise, in spite of emple accomodations for large crowds.

Another defect to avoid is gonotony by adaptihg the scope,
design and treatment of each place to its natural sétting. It will

. not only add to the attraction of the various places, but also
facilitete the necessary and natural classification of different
ugers, differences of age as well as of social cohditions,

You way see by this very short description what an inte-
resting task(ggg:your Sub Committe J o fulfil.

Along & distance of aspproximately 32 miles from Aylmer
road to the extreme northerly end of the Park, beyond Wolf Lake,
the charscter of the Perk gradually changes in ggale, wilderness and

gcongequaently in opportunity of use. The relative distance from the
City, the time of reach, will sldo add to the difference of treat-
ment and of use. For instance, Fairy Leke Park, at the extreme
southerly end, may be rsached by walk, while Wolf Lake needs one hour
ride by car. Therafore, the trestmeat of Fairy Lake Park will be

more that of 2 city park with & few drives and pedestrian paths,

and fsvourable places for lawngzgames,'uading pools, playzgrounds

and sand boxes for children.

- Purther up, asrounc the elevation 570, the Uemorial Terraes
will call for a monumental but very sober design, in keeping with
the scope of the ilemorisl.

Piinks Lake offers opportunitises for picnic plaeses and also,
due to the easy rsach from the city, natural conditions for the
creation of a mi@g_ﬁmghi&hggﬁzgd directly connected to Mine Road,
forming an ppeh air suditorium with a capacity of easily 30.000 .
This location would have the advantage of being very close to the

Memorial Terrass,

enw 2 R
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and consequently, to lend itself to national or internationsl func—
tionms. Further mnorth, the group already developped of Old Chelsea
and Kinggmere, is ons of the most interesting problem, as those

2 points have a cultural bearing omn the life of the Park.

0ld Chelsea has kept the charm of an originmal settlement
and may be developped at very small cost as am- example of the
Canada pioneer life, Very little has to be done to ..enhance the
old village, with its small cemetery, and to add a few typical
buildings, either moved and rebuilt or carefully reproduved in view
of carrying out the proposal submitted in the Sub Committee report.

This questibn has Dbesn thouroughly discussed by srchitefits
and historisns, and I personally apprové the idea, providedﬁhat the

design of such pioneer village be modestly limited to the original

gsettlements which belong§ to the natural setting and climate of this
part of Canada.(Ottawas Vallay)

- Otherwise, a sort of comprehensive exhibition of buildingsw“k
handicrafte of ths whole of Canada would have an artifieial appearancs,
in conflict with the environment. In brief, the best solution would
be Lo compleote, with no elaborate additions, the existing 01d Chelsea.
Next to this dwvelopument, in a remarkably pisturesque part of the
woods, and dominating a charming water fall, there is the ideal place

for the Headquarters of the Park Administration, an excellent sug-—

gestiion of the Sub Committee rsport. Lass than 2 miles away, in a
westerly direction, is the village of Kingsmere, with the Mackenzie
King estate, now an historical shrine of Canada. I de not ses why
this part of the park could not be treated exceptionally as an_other
cultural feature, by keeping soms of the private buildings, and
adding some new onas, 19 £ ntro | £ F , 8aven

a few shops, a chapel and a small assembly hall, a village school,

the thle treated as an example of modern village architecturs,

thus offering an interesting comperison with the Qld Chelsea group.
A1l this may be a longrange programm, not essential for
the present, but appropriate measurses ought to be taken to save the

necessary space for carrying out the idea in an opportune time.

Kings Mountain and Camp  Fortune are wortl developing,

ans # e
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as they walready show the possibilities for winter sports and skiing.

Seme,romark should be made for the 3 well known lakes, Meach,
Harrington and Philipp, with the hope that, by proper surveys and ex-
plobations, their development should not be limited to the shores, but
on the surrounding hills, aé above suggested, in complete agreement
with your Sub Committes. But, there are many other lakes, known by
few ; Taylor Lake, Wedsworth Lake, Twin Lakes Clear Lake, Remsay Lake
at the south of the 3 large Lakes, and also Brown and Dameron Lakes at
the North. These lakes constitute as many reservasés necessary, for
accomodating growing needs. I even thinks: that in the future, the Com~
mission will suthorize near those restful and intimate lakes, as well
as on well selacted elevations in the woodlands, the construction of
lodges with a few cabins, for the use of weeksnders or vacationists. As
a ruke, cabins are most objectionsble, because they arelgenerally
built on monotonous lines along the roads, and treated in the most tas-
teless wannsr, in spite of beipg overdone. But we know, on the shors
of Seint Pierre de Wakefield Lake, or in the lontrésl region, near Lec
Mont Tremblant, excellent examples of what we have in mbnd.

I shall conclude by the region of Lac Lap&che. Now resachsble
by Wakefield and the iasham Valley, it seems that it coudbd be '
Witimately linked with the development of Gatineasu Park from Lsc Phi-
Llpp, through Taylor and Ramsay Lakes, and also through the provincial
road No 8 from Eardley or Beechg“ove, or from Quyon.

The poteptial advantsges of Lac Lapéche are its size, the
varisty of its shore line and its bathing sand beachss. Fortuhately,
it is only partially developped, owing to the difficult access, and
ws think that its entire srea should be protected, as it might, ih the
-near future, become invaded by week-snd shacké and lost for ever. This
menace &Lready exists on the southern shore of the Ottaws River, par-
tieularly near Brittania and: Constanee Bay, where the lack of'appro-,

priate control shows a mixture of fzirly good summer cottages with
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undegirable shelters, where also the fire hazard has been overlooked.

The region of Lac Lapéche and of its smaller nebghbour,
Wolf Lake, seems to offer the natural extension and future owerflow
of Gatineau Park.

It is interssting to compare from the plan or from an aerial
view, the growing scale of Gatineau Park, completely in accord with
the relative distafices of its mein features from the Capitals

The various suggestions indicated by symbols on the plan
herewith submitted, are only %entative, as well: aw the preliminary
lay out of roads and bridle paths or trails. They are intended only
for justifying the possibilities of the Park, but the final selection
and situation and every item, must be the result of a careful ins-
pestion and detalled topographical surveys of each part of the Park.

List of the various proposgals as indicated on the plan :

- outlooks IO
- vpicnic grounds I7
~ eamping " I4
- perking " 30
— Dboating : 7
- fishing 13
- swimmbng 7
- ‘restaurefnts, tea-housss,

and small hotels 9
~ lodges and cabin groups 5

The roads and walk system is comprised of existing, of
improved roads and trails, and of new proposals. Their execution may
be scheduled according to the various gradﬁal developments in svery
particular part, no matter when they would be wndsrtaken. The essen-
tial is to follow the mastsr plan of the whole, and the programmeof
exgcution, carefully established in harmony with the respective
character, use and capacity of the different creations.

Next chaptsr will treat of g=neral principles to be™
observed in the design and the architectural treatment of the various

fzatures of the Park

.../ oo
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D,~ Genersl design and architectural features

The character of the Park, as already defined, calls for a
treatment of extreme simplicity, not only in the geheral lay out, but
also in every detail of the architectural features necessary to the
operation of the Park.

We have already stated the reasons for avoiding any elaborate
design. For the aske of keeping the natural beauty, the wild appea-
ranee of that part of the Laurentian Hills, the landsecape designer and
the arvBitect should fefrain of any attempt of artificial decoration.
Bvery structure, whatever it be, bridge, fence, sign, tsa-house, hotel,
cabin, refreshment stand etec., should be harmonized to its naturel
environment by its simple lines, its blended ecolours, by the choice of
its buildinz materials, taken directly from the ground. Fortunately,
Gatineau Park contains many quarries of emecellent building stone and
emple supply of timber. The association of those local materials is
the guarantes of obtaining tasteful productions.

I would not suggest any ertificial rsproduction of old French
‘barns or houses, Such reminiscences should be limited to the particular
purpose of recalling pioneer life in a: selectad place like Old Chelssa.
But &ll the other structures should Be, abeove 8ll, designed on functio-
nal lines, exactly corresponding to Fheir use. If exscuted in sikpls
local materials, they should sutomatically add to the attraction -
of the surrounding scenery, instead of making a blot which would de-
preciate the charm of the place. This is the msin condition thst ought
to be imposed in the study of the architectural treatment of every
ekement of the Park ; no particular style, but a strict observation of
the utilatarien programm¢ of the human scale and of the tactful exe-
cution, as closs as possible to the naturel lines and colours imposed
by the environment.

Such condition ought to be agreeabls to the builders in char-
ga of those constructions, as their cost will be most economical, in
comparison with elaborate and tgsteless creations.

Examples could be teken from the treatment of the famous Blue

Ridge Park in Virginia where all deteils have been ecarried out ac-

cording to these principles. Howsver, the imposing and wide scenery

SLa
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cf the Blue Ridge Park could have permitted more monumental concep-
tions, but this would have been detrimentael to the snjoyment of this
wild country in ite natural setting. And this is un doubtedly tdre
true in Gatineau Park, ‘ |
We have purposely omitted to speak of farms when we considsred

the pos@ibility of keeping some private properties within the limits
of the Park. This is precisely because the few farms which may sxisﬁ
within those limits are a part of the natural beauty snd they add to
the life and the resting sttrection of this piece of naturé kept un-
touched at the doorstep of the Capital City, They are a:part of the
existing erchitecture of the Park and should be preserved and propérly
kept up.

'~ E.- Service Charges.

The question of eventual charges at the benefit of the
F.D.C. in the operations of the various parts of the Park seems to be
that such cherges should be limited to a logical compensation, and
providad that they be not intended to a commercial or speculstive
purpose.

For instance, thse keeping of parking spaces in good condi-
tion, ineluding the snow removal , is a pure servies rsndered to the
public and it is natural that some kind of compensation be paid for it.

Othef items such as tea-housses, lodges and cabins and even
picnic grounds mgy be the object of a good up~keep, maintéinance and

operation. The public would appreciate such services, otherwise, &f
all faecilities are entirely free of charges , they are a burden to the

Commission, or they risk to rapidly deteriorate.

There are wmany examples of this kind of renumeration for
various services ig meny Rublic parks throughout the world. In Paris,
the Bbis de Boulogne and de Vincennes, near New York, the famous
Johns'Beach Park, and in many other ciyies. The administration ope-
rates them either directly or through selected agents, and maintains a

good. public service, most beneficial to millions of people.

aou/ul!
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I beg to state however, that this is just a persghesl opi-
nion, as I do not feel fully qualified to discuss such matter, but my
impression is that, as a tremendous amount of expsnditure mst be
devoted to the structural eonstruction and development of the Park, for
which no return or compensation can be expected, at least, the ope-
ration and meitainance of the various amenities, added to the Park
dtself, fuliy justify+a reasonabls compensation intended to balance

the actual cost of those. valuable services.

Respectfully submitted,

JACQUES GREBER,
Consultant /
September 25th, I952
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